
Albany Speed Hump Evaluation Criteria
(based on 30-mph City Speed Limit)

Pre-Screening 
and

 Suitability Map

STEP 1 - 
Request from 
Council Members*

STEP 2 - 
Speed Study

STEP 3 - 
Design / Siting

STEP 4 - 
Funding / 
Construction

If criteria
are met

If criteria
are not met

Speed hump request denied. Other traffic calming measures may 
be considered. Once a speed count is conducted on a given 
street, it will not be revisited for a minimum of five years unless 
known changes have taken place that may have significantly 
altered traffic condi�ons.

If criteria
are met

If criteria
are not met

*Request must be received prior to adop�on of the annual budget in order to be considered for the upcoming construc�on season.

1. On streets with ADT volumes between 500 and 3,500, at least 40% of the traffic in at least one
direc�on must be traveling at or above the posted speed limit; on streets with ADT volumes
greater than 3,500, at least 50% of the traffic in at least one direc�on must be traveling at or
above the posted speed limit.
2. On streets with ADT volumes between 500 and 3,500, the 85th Percen�le Speed must be at
least 35 MPH (i.e. 85% of the traffic must be traveling at or below 35 MPH) in at least one
direc�on; on streets with ADT volumes greater than 3,500, the 85th Percen�le Speed must be at
least 40 MPH in at least one direc�on.
3. If the street is immediately adjacent to property of an elementary school, City recrea�on
center, public library, or public park, at least 30% of the traffic must be traveling at or above the 
posted speed limit and the 85th Percen�le Speed must be at least 31 MPH. 

Considera�on of Other Factors:
If the street meets the above requirements, the last evalua�on is the considera�on of “other” 
factors which could further support or detract from the candidate site. These criteria include:

1. History of accidents clearly related to speeding
2. Adequate street ligh�ng and drainage, and
3. Other factors deemed appropriate by City staff

Recommended Design for Spacing:
• Should not be installed within 250  feet of a signalized intersec�on.
• Should not be installed within 20 feet of an unsignalized perpendicular residen�al local street.
• Are not recommended on curves with a radius of less than 300 feet.
• Speed humps should not affect accessibility of driveways. A minimum clearance of 5 feet from
driveways is recommended.
• Should not be placed at loca�ons unless minimum safe stopping sight distance is provided.
• Impacts to adjacent parallel streets should be considered.

Category Criteria 
Posted Speed Roads with posted speeds 

greater than 30 mph are 
ineligible for ver�cal traffic 
calming. 

Street Classifica�on/Use Major collectors and arterials 
are ineligible for ver�cal traffic 
calming. 

Number of Lanes/Roadway Width Roadways with more than two 
travel lanes or widths greater 
than 50 feet are ineligible for 
ver�cal traffic calming. 

Traffic Volumes1 Traffic volumes should be 
considered. Roadways with very 
low traffic volumes (less than 
500 vpd) or higher traffic 
volumes (greater than 3,500 
vpd) may not be appropriate for 
ver�cal traffic calming. 

Grades Roadways with grades steeper 
than 8 percent are not eligible 
for ver�cal traffic calming. 

Transit Route Ver�cal traffic calming should be 
considered in consulta�on with 
CDTA and may need special 
design considera�ons. 

Emergency Vehicle Route Ver�cal traffic calming should be 
considered in consulta�on with 
police, fire, and EMS, and may 
need special design 
considera�ons. 

 Traffic volume thresholds consistent with other studies/municipal policies in NYS.1




